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PERSONAL
Alabarna, to his son,
Virginia.

LETTER frorn Alexander Declouet, Sr. in Montgornery,
FauI Declouet at Brookland School in Greenwood Depot,

Montgomery, February 28, l86t

My dear Faul,

A few lines only to tel1 you that I have received your letter frorn

Atlanta and that I received also lettcrs frcrm Gabi, Christine and Blanche (your

sisters) and a letter frorn Clouet (Alexander, yollr brother) sent frorn the house

on January 28 in which he announced to rne that he will leave Paris perhaps on

the I5th of February but rnore likely at the end of this rnonth or at the beginning

of March. If he does not change his rnind we could expect hirn between the l5th

and the ZOth of March and even before if he leaves on February 15. He seerns

extrernely worried about our countryrs condition. But his fears are exagerated.

As for me, I shali be quite pleased to see frl* u""iving as soon as possible.

Should n'ry absertce be lengthened his presence at horne is quite necessary.

Our Congress is inclined to go forward and today we are beginning to

consider the Constitution as permanent and as soon as it is adopted and sent to

the different Statesr Conventions for ratification, I hope that we can adjourn at

Iease for sorne tirne. As you know I arn anxious for such a tirne to corne.

Everything is aII right at home and Miss Laurent although still quite

weak, is feeling better. I arn sending you Gabirs letter. Yesterday, we had a

visit frorn Major Beauregard of Louisiana (between us he is leaving for

Charleston with a rnission frorn President Davis. ) A few days rnore for sorne

kind of outcorne to appear ! May God grant it will not be war! But Lincolnrs

last speeches in Philadelphia do not foresee anything gc-r<.rd.

Goodbye, write to rne often. Stick to your studies and take care of
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I861 yourself. I felt quite alone after your departure, but my occupations do not
Feb. 28
(con't. ) leave me any time to develop too much melancholy.

Aff ectionately yours,

Alexander Declouet

Handwritten in French" Original on file in Dupre Library at tht: University of
Southwestern Louisiana j.n Lafayette, La.


