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AGREEMENT WITH FREEDMEN on the Declouet Plantation,
Parish of St. Martins, employed by Alexander Declouet.

AGREEMENT WITH FREEDMEN.

This Agreernent (in three parts) rnade and entered into this Eleventh

(llth) day of August A. D. 1866, by and between Alexander Declouet of the

first part, and the following narned persons, hereinafter narned and under-

signed, Freedrnen of the sarne place, parties hereto of the second part,

Witnesseth: That for the purpose of Cultivating the PlanLation krrt-rwn as Lht:

Declouet Plantation in tlee Parish of St. Martin, La. aforesaid during the

year cornmencing on the fifteenth day of January A. D. 1866 and terrninating

on the fifteenth day of January A. D. 1867, the said parties do hereby rnutually

agree that Circular No. ?9, Headquarters Bureau Refugees, Freed.rnen, and

Abandoned Lands, State of Louisiana, providing for the Ernployrnent and

general weUare of Freedrnen, Series L865, all of which is hereto annexed,

(or separately aupplied) ie hereby incorporated in and rnade a part of this

Agreernent ae fully ae if here recited. The said Alexander Declouet of the

first part for the coneideration and on the conditions and stipulations herein-

after rnentioned, agrees to pay to the said Laborers the rates of rnonthly

wages agreed uPon and as specified opposite their respective narnes hereto,

and in the following rnanner to wit: One twentieth of the rnonthly wages of such

Laborers to be retained in the hands of the ernployer for the purpose of sup-

porting Schools for the education of the children of Freedrnen, to be paid over

at the end of each rnonth so rnuch as rrray then be due, to the Agent of the

Freedrnenrs Bureau or other.Agent of the U. S. Governrnent, properly author-

ized to receive it, to be expended for the purpose above narned. One-half of
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the wages agreed upon, which will rernain after deducting the one twentieth

set apart for school purposes, to be punctually paid to the laborers during

each and every rnonth, reckoning frorn the day when this Contract cornrnences

as aforesaid; and the rernaining one-half together with such portion of the one-

twentieth set apart for Schools as rnay not have been dernanded and paid over

previouslYt at the end of the year. Said Alexander Declouet further agrees

to furnish to the said Laborers, free of charge, good and sufficient quarters,

wholesorrre food, fuel, and rnedical attendance; to see that the prernises thus

furnished are kept in a good sanitary condition; to allot frorn the lands of said

Plantation for garden purposes, such portion of ground as rnay be allowed by

Circular No. Z), to each Laborer or Farnily, the sarne to be specified in

this Agreement, such allotrnent to include a reasonable use of tools and

anirnals; to exact only ten hours per day and no labor whatever on Sundays,

except in cases of poeitive necessity, and if any labor in excess of ten hours

per day is rendered, the aarre is to be paid for as extra labor; to grant to

such laborers one haU of each and every Saturday to enable thern to cultivate

the portions of land alloted to thern, aleo the Fourth of July; to co operate in

and encourage the establishment of any School for the education of the children

of said Laborers, and to give, free of rent, the use of such piece of ground,

not exceeding one-fourth of one acre, aB rnay be rnost suitable and convenient

for the erection of a School house for the accorrlrnodation of the neighborhood,

and not to interfere with the dwelling house and other buildings on the Planta-

tion; and finally the said Alexander Declouet agrees to cornply in all respects

with Circular No. 29, above referred to and rnade part hereof. And in con-

sideration of the faithful perforrnance of the said Alexander Declouet of a1l
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the obligations assurned by hirn and of the punctual payrnent by hirn of the

wages agreed upon as aforesaid, the said Laborers do severally, and each

for himself, agree with the said Alexander Declouet heirs and assigns to

faithfully and honestly, and to the best of their ski11, knowledge and ability, to

perforrn such ordinary labor as rnay be necessary for the cultivation of such

crops as the ernployer rrray see proper to plant for the terrn as af<.rresaid; and

during the harvest-season do agree to work on Saturday aff,ernoons, and Sun-

days, and at night, whenever in the judgrnent of the ernployer it rnay be nec-

essary for the securing or preservation of the crops, for which they are to be

paid at the rate of one day's labor, and to receive 1rL1 one'half ration extra

for every six hoursr work. Said parties of the second part do further agree to

do such extraordinary work as rnay be necessary on Sundays or night, for the

security of Plantations and crops against destruction by storrns, floods, fire

or frost, for which they are to be paid as above specified. And finally they

agree to observe and comply in all respects with Circular No, 2J, above

referred to. And it ie furtherrrlore agreed; That in case the said Alexander

Declouet shall fail, neglect, or refuse to fulfill any of the obligations assurned

by hirn or shall furnish said parties of the second part, with bad or insufficient

food, or insufficient or unhealthy quarters, or shall be guilty of cruelty to

thern, he shall besides the legal recourse left to the particular party or parties

agrieved, render their contract liab1e to annulrnent at the option of the Assist-

ant Cornrnissioner, etc.

And it is furtherrrrore rnutually agreed by the said Alexander

Declouet to pay to every one respectively of the laborers hereinafter narned

and undersigned one fourth of all surplus cotton rnade on the plantation over
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and above four bales per laboret, at the sale and out of the net proceeds of

said cotton, the nurnber of bales to be cornputed at the rate of four hundred

and fifty (450) pounds to the bale. It being understood that the parties of the

second part hereby agree to contribute one fourth of the expenses, of ginning

pressing and extra laborers which rnay be incurred to save the crop and pick

the cotton and thus produce a surplus over four bales to the hand. Their

share of the expenses to be contributed by thern only for all cotton rnade over

four bales per hand. It is further rnutually agreed by said A. Dcclor-ret of the

first part and the following narned freedrnen of the other that these latter wiIl

furnish thernselves their own clothing out of their wages, that they will be

allowed the Saturday afternoon without deduction of pay; that they will be en-

titled to one arpent and a half of land for the first class; one arpent for the

second class and three quarters of an arpent for the third class to work as

best they choose. The parties of the second part will rnoreover be allowed

the use of. a past'irre (to be deeignated by:the party of the first Part) with the

privilege of raising and keeping therein a certain nurnber of live stock (horses,

rnilk cows or hoge) to be specified and restricted by said Alexander Declouet

as in his judgrnent he rnay deern fit and proper. The support of laborer

farnilies will be at their own expense, without any charge howewer for house

rent and fuel.

By rnutual agreernent it is further expressly stipulated that by

rnedical attendance is not understood. physicians' visits fees and prescriptions,

which are to be at the expense of the laborers, but only such attention, treat-

rnent and rnedicinee, dsr tJre party of the first part, rnay' to the best of his

knowledge be able to give thern in case of sickness and' rnoreover, in cases
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of sickness the value of rations to be deducted.

That in lieu of rnonthly wages the said Laborers shall be entitled

to and agree to accept the share of the net profits of carrying on the planta-

tion aforesaid, respectively set opposite their narnes below.

And it is furtherlrrore agreed, That any wages or share of profits,

due the said Laborers under this Agreernent, shall constitute a first Iien

upon all crops or parts of crops produced on said plantation or tract of land,

by their labor; and no shiprnent of products shall be rnade until the cluly

authorized Agent shall certify that all dues to laborers are paid or satis-

factorily arranged.

In Testirnony Whereof, the said parties have affixed their narrles

to this Agreernent at St. Martinsville State of Louisiana on the day and date

af ore said.

Narnes Age Sex Clas s

Nurnber of
persons
dependant
on laborers
for support

4

40

28

z

3

Richard Gary

Caroline Gary

Henriette Charbonnet

Julien Bernard

Mirni Bernard

Francois Prince

Luc Michel

male

f ernale

fernale

rnale

lst

lst

fernale Znd

rnale ?nd

rnale I st

54

22

lst

lst

Rate s
of

Wages

$r3.00

Rernarks

Frorn i 5th
Jan. 1866

Frorn 4th
Jan. 1866

Frorn l5th
Jan. lB66

00

00

$r3.00

$ 8.

$7.

$ 6.

$ 10.

$13.

5

6

19

58

z8

00

00

00

I

I
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Henriette Gidore

Daniel Johnson

Edward Martin

Alexander Henry

Elijah Walker

Francis Sylvestre

Thornas Metus

Joseph Dabney

Williarn Jonet

Milo Charles

Victor Gufsy

Pierre Arcenaux

Norbert Lahoussaye

Raphael John Richard

Henri Horace

Marie Soigne

Marguerite Chitton

Harriet Fouce

-6-

Age Sex CIas s

fernale Znd

rnale I st

Number of
persons
dependant
on laborers
for support

I

?

5

Rates
of

Wages

$ 6.00

$r 5. 00

$13.00

$l3. oo

$ 7.oo

$r3.00

$ 7.00

$13.00

$ 6.00

$r3.00

$r3.00

$13.00

$10.00

$I0.00

$ 7.oo

$ 4.00

$ 6.00

$ 4.oo

30

Rernarks

Frorn 4th
Jan. I866

Frorn 15th
Jan. I866

II

II

tl

tl

tr tl

Frorn 29th
Jan,1866

tr tl

lr tl

lt tl

il tl

Frorn Znd
Feb. 1866

Frorn l5th
Jan. I866

Frorn 5th
Mar. I866

il tr

Frorn Z3rd
Ap". I866

lr ll

9

10

l1

IZ

t3

L4

t5

.6

t7

18

L9

zo

2r

z2

23

z4

z5

40

30

?,7

75

?3

68

z3

18

33

36

38

52

ZT

45

rnale

rnale

rnale

rnale

rnale

rnale

rnale

rnale

rnale

rnale

rnale

rnale

rnale

fernale

f ernale

fernale

lst

I st

3rd

lst

3rd

Ist

3rd

lst

Ist

lst

?nd

2nd

3rd

ll

4

I

z

 th

2nd

z4

30

25 4th;
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26 Celestine Melinde Major 40

27 Minerva Merle 40

28 Augustine Narcisse 40
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Ag" Sex Clas s

fernale 3 rd

fernale Znd

male ?nd

Nurnber of
persons
dependant
on laborers
for support

Rates
of

Wages

$ 5.00

$ 6.00

$10.00

$ 5.00

Remarks

Frorn 30th
Apr. 1866

Frorn I st
May r866

Frorn 15th
May 1866

29 Vahere Narcisse 13 rnale 3rd

(NOTE: The above all signed with their rnark "f {- . )

Executed in Presence of:

Andrew Bell

P. L. Declouet

Approved: August 23td 1866

(signed) Alexander Declouet
Planter

St. Martins Parish, La.

(signed) W. Cornelius
I st Lieut. & Agent

Note - This Contract will be rnade in three parte, one to be kept by

the Planter, and two to be forwarded through the Local Agent to the Bureau

Refugees, Freedrnen and Abandoned Lands, State of Louisiana, No Contracts

will be accepted which doee not contain the farnily narne of each Laborer. If

the Laborer has not one he rnust aasurne one. Each Laborer will be required

to sign his narne to this Contract , either by rnaking his mark or otherwise

in the presence of Witnesses.

Handwritten and printed in English. Original on file at Dupre Library at tine
University of Southwestern Louisiana in Lafayette, La,


