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1862 PERSONAL LETTER from Mary L. Benharn in Cincinnati, Ohio
Aog. I to her friend, Paul Declouet in prison.

Cincinnati, Ohio August l, 186?,

Dear I"ridnd,

I wrote to you on the 24th of. JuIy and have not had an answer, but

I want Lieut. Haweg to hear what I have just heard as I closed his letter:.

Tell hirn that his cousin Ada, who is on a visit to her husband's rnother, two

rniles frorn W-ashington, was arrested together with Charlesr rnother, sistcr,

servants, etc., under the charge that Rebel Cavalry had been in the fields

in the night. Ada, was refused perrnission to drcss herscl.[ save in tl:t..

presence of rnen; rnade to walk to Fort Slocurn with a file of soldiers, and

the negroes, grossly insulted - but they have appealed to Gen. Hallick, and

when the letter was written, a court of. 4 of.f.i"ers were sitting on the case of

this arrest. Tell Sarn Hawes that I arn also losing my arniability. His

cousin is dreadfully excited. You will pardon all this, I have just closed

my letter to Sarn about the caee and thought this the only way to tell hirn of

tlre arreet of Ada.

Mary L. Benharn

Handwritten in English. Original on file at Dupre Library at the University
of Southwestern Louisiana in Lafayette, La.


